The Association Led Astray! by Truth,
thus saving to the applicant the expense and trouble
of long journeys.
There should be some regulation adopted by the
American Medical Association, and widely published
to the profession, whereby members of the medical
profession can become members of the Association
without presenting themselves in person for election.
Then, as members increase, the annual dues can bedecreased. In other words, make it easy to any
reputable member of the medical profession to join
the American Medical Association, and in this way
there is every reason to believe it would number its
members by the thousands.
Very truly yours,
J. H. Baxter, M.D.
Washington, D. C., February 20, 1886.
[Some communications have been received which
were not accompanied by the name of the author.
We would remind contributors that the name and
address must always be sent, though not necessarily
for publication.-ED.]
ACTION OF SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTIONS
OF COCAINE.
To the Editor of the Journal:
Dear Sir:\p=m-\Withthe view of contributing to the
knowledge of the action of subcutaneous injections
of cocaine, I beg leave to submit the following ob-
servations made upon myself:
Having read so much of the exhilarating and en-
livening actions of cocaine and of its great stimu-
lating power upon the cerebral nervous system, I
resolved to try its effects upon myself. For this
purpose I administered to myself, being in goodhealth and of usual normal spirits and mental dispo-
sition, a subcutaneous injection of \m=1/2\grain of muri-
ate of cocaine (Merck), repeating the dose after five
minutes, as no effect whatever had taken place in the
interval. About five minutes after the last injection
I felt slight dizziness in the head, a prickling sensa-
tion in the tips of my fingers, and slight pressure in
the epigastrium\p=m-\allof which symptoms passed off
within ten minutes. I was able to continue the liter¬
ary work in which I was just engaged, but with some
effort. I labored under slight drowsiness and my
limbs became heavy. The action of the heart and
pulsation were rather retarded. 'Phe face was pale,
the sensibility of the cornea normal, that of the mu¬
cous membrane of the globe slightly reduced. Pupils
were regular. Normal condition was reestablished
after half an hour of rest, during which time I hadfull control of my mental faculties.
After an interval of four days I repeated the ex¬periment, using at once 2 grains of cocaine for
hypodermatic injection. Hardly had two minutes
elapsed after the administration when I felt my heart
bealing violently and the blood rushing to the head,
which was quickly followed by a sensation of fulness
and roaring in the latter and by noises in the ears,
'lhere was confusion of thought and impairment ofthe faculty of volition. A feeling of great uneasinessinvaded the whole body, and slight twitching move-
meiits were felt in the toes and fingers, with a sensa¬
tion of numbness. The feeling of nausea and
pressure in the epigastrium was very marked. The
acme of the paroxysm lasted for over five minutes,
after which I found the face very pale and covered
with cold perspiration. The eyeballs were somewhat
sunken into the orbit, the pupils were enlarged, but
of normal reflex action and accommodative power.
The objects appeared slightly dim. but of normal
proportions. Retraction and coordination of mus¬
cles were not changed. The sensibility of the cornea
and conjunctiva was greatly diminished. Pulse was
feeble, arterial tension and action of the heart
slightly reduced. I felt tired and worn out, unable to
concentrate my thoughts or to struggle against the
creeping drowsiness. Half an hour after the injec¬
tion I went to bed, laboring under nausea, generalprostration, and slight attack of hemicrania. Sound
sleep during the whole night brought about perfect
recovery. M. Landesberg, M.D.
40 W. 34th St., New York.
THE ASSOCIATION LED ASTRAY!
To the Editor of the Journal:
Dear Sir:\p=m-\Myattention has been called to an
editorial in the American Practitioner, of February
20, reproduced in the Medical News of the 20th ult.
I take it for granted it was written by the senior edi-
tor, Dr. D. W. Yandell. To all those familiar with
the doings of the American Medical Association this
editorial will sound strangely. To quote : "It (the
A. M. A.) was led astray at New Orleans (Why was
not Dr. D. W. Yandell, ex-President of the Associ-
ation, there to keep it from being led astray?). It
will doubtless be led astray again, and yet again, for
designing, ambitious, selfish and industrious plotters
will gather at every meeting, and opportunities for
their securingpower (italics ours) will occasionally
occur." Dr. D. W. Yandell made his first appear-
ance as a delegate from Kentucky in 1856, then in
1857 and 1859. His name does not appear again(nor his State) till 1871, when in San Francisco he
was elected President. Neither his State nor he
had any claims to the honor. It was, so report said,
due to designing, ambitious, selfish and industrious
plotting that the Presidency was awarded him. Since
that time the senior editor of the American LJracti-
tioncr and ex-President of the American Medical
Association has attended only four meetings, and
since 1874 none at all. With the exception of his
address as President, no other contributions appear
from his pen to the Association. In Dr. Yandell's
Address (see page 103, Vol. 23, Trans. A. M. A.)
he says: "The Association is making our profession
one in heart throughout our borders." How does
this comport with his ideas of 1886? He who runs
can read.
Does such a career entitle the ex-President to read
a lecture to the Association as to how it shall conduct
itself? 'Phe least modicum of modesty should have
taught him to keep his say to himself. Moses did very
well when he was among the people; but when he
climbed the mountain to see " the promised land " his
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influence was gone. We fear the senior editor of theAmerican Practitioner was elevated too early for hisyears. An ex-President of the Association should
Haye some influence, and it should be in the body
wiiicii lias made him distinguished. With many oth-eis w io have known him for years we sincerely regrettne position he has taken. In the welfare and inter¬
est 01 the Association we hope to see Dr. Yandell atot- Louis in May next, and if his Kentucky elo-
ari lCan convince tne American Medical Associ¬tion that they have gone astray, We will cordiallyaamit it. We are sorry Dr. Yandell has taken the
course he has-we can only pity him.
Truth.
DISINFECTION OF CATHETERS.
To THE Editor of the Journal:Dear Sir:\p=m-\Permit me in this day of "catheterfever" to offer to your readers my mode of disin-fecting catheters. Dr. Alexander Skene says thatwhen he cut into his catheters which had lain severaldays in a strong solution of carbolic acid, they stillcontained micrococci underneath the incrustation.Taking a hint from that, I now pass through thecatheter a saturated solution of iodoform in ether.
The ether penetrates the incrustation, carries with itthe iodoform, and performs its function where liquid
could not enter. Yours truly,
W. P. Shoemaker, M.D.
Bradford, Pa., February 9, 1886.
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
The Thirty-seventh Annual Session will be held inSt. Louis, Mo., on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursdayand Friday, May 4, 5, 6 and 7, commencing on Tues¬day at II A.M.
The delegates shall receive their appointmentfrom permanently organized State Medical Societies
and such County and District Medical Societies as
are recognized by representation in their respectiveState Societies, and from the Medical Department ofthe Army and Navy, and the Marine Hospital Service
of the United States.
Each State, County, and District Medical Society
entitled to representation shall have the privilege of
sending to the Association one delegate for every ten
of its regular resident members, and one for every
additional fraction of more than half that number:
Provided, however, that the number of delegates for
any particular State, territory, county, city or town
shall not exceed the ratio of one in ten of the resident
physicians who may have signed the Code of Ethics
of the Association.
Secretaries of Medical Societies, as above desig¬
nated, are earnestly requested to forward, at once,lists of their delegates.Also, that the Permanent Secretary may be enabled
to erase from the roll the names of those who have
forfeited their membership, the Secretaries are, by
special resolution, requested to send to him, annually,
a corrected list of the membership of their respectiveSocieties.
SECTIONS.
"The Chairman of the several Sections shall pre¬
pare and read, in the general sessions of the Associa¬
tion, papers on the advances and discoveries of the
past year in the branches of science included in their
respective Sections. . . ."-By-Laws, Article 11,
Sec. 4.
Practice of Medicine, Materia, Medica and Physi¬
ology.-Dr. J. T. Whittaker, Cincinnati, Ohio, Chair¬
man; Dr. B. L. Coleman, Lexington, Ky., Secretary.Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children.-
Dr. S. C. Gordon, Portland, Me., Chairman; Dr. J. F.
Y. Paine, Galveston, Texas, Secretary.
Surgery and Anatomy.-Dr. Nicholas Senn, Mil:
waukee, Wis., Chairman; Dr! H. H. Mudd, St. Louis,
Mo., Secretary.
State Medicine.-Dr. John H. Rauch, Springfield,
111., Chairman; Dr. F. E. Daniel, Austin, Texas,
Secretary.
Ophthalmology, Otology, Laryngology.-Dr. EugeneSmith, Detroit, Mich., Chairman; Dr. J. F. Fulton,
St. Paul, Minn., Secretary.
Diseases of Children.-Dr. W. D. Haggard, Nash¬
ville, Temi., Chairman; Dr. W. B. Lawrence, Bates-
ville, Ark., Secretary.
Oral and Dental Surgery.-Dr.'John S. Marshall,
Chicago. 111., Chairman; Dr. A. E. Baldwin, Chicago,
111., Secretary.
A member desiring to read a paper before a Sec¬
tion should forward the paper, or its title and length(not to exceed twenty minutes in reading), to theChairman of the Committee of Arrangements, at least
one month before the meeting.-By-Laws.Committee of Arrangements.-Dr. Le Grand At-
wood, St. Louis, Missouri, Chairman..
AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.
By Dr. Foster Pratt, Mich.-Each Section shall
nominate its Chairman and Secretary-all other nomi
nations to be made, as now, by the nominatingCommittee.
By Dr. L N. Quimby, N J.--Create a new Sec¬
tion, to be known as the Section on Medical Juris-
prudence. Wm. B. Atkinson, M.D.,
Permanent Secretary.
I400 Pine St., S. W. cor. Broad, Philadelphia.
MISCELLANEOUS.
MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS IN THE UNITED
STATES.-The Illinois State Board of Health has
recently issued a pamphlet entitled "Medical Educa¬
tion and Medical Colleges in the United States and
Canada, 1765-1885," in which the most suggestive
facts revealed by tables and data are: First, that
the number of medical colleges has not increased
during the past year; secondly, that the number of
medical students and of medical graduates is decreas¬
ing; and thirdly, that there is a more marked uni¬
formity in the requirements of colleges. There are
still 128 institutions for medical instruction in the
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